Dear Club President,
Would you and your Rotary Club like to change the life of a young person in your community?  You can do just that by sending a student to the Missouri RYLA Academy June 24-June 27th, 2012 at William Woods University in Fulton, Missouri.

The RYLA Academy is a three and one-half day program that includes an introduction to Rotary’s “Service Above Self” philosophy and youth programs, a personality self-assessment, team activities (including a professional team-challenge ropes course), and instruction/direction in service leadership based on Rotary’s foundational principles of service.  The students are nominated and encouraged to apply through recommendations of Rotarians and the local high school administrators/faculty and are preferably incoming or outgoing high school sophomores.  
Participants leave the experience with a renewed or enlarged sense of purpose, new friends, and the confidence to return to his or her high school and community with an awareness of the importance and impact of service leadership.  They leave with established personal goals for their future life of service.  

RYLA is a Rotary International program that has been offered in Missouri for the past 19 years.  Districts 6080, 6060 and 6040 have formally partnered to fund and administer this premier service leadership academy.  Professional educator-counselors, motivational presenters, and outstanding Rotarians make up the faculty.  Hundreds of students have participated in this RYLA youth program and we look forward to serving many more.

Our goal is for every Rotary Club in Missouri to sponsor a qualified student at the RYLA Academy.  The cost is $400 per participant, and the club is also responsible for arranging the student’s transportation to and from Fulton, as well as collecting any required paperwork before specific due dates.   Some clubs ask the student to pay a small portion of the tuition, to give the student ownership in the program.  We also find that this helps to avoid late cancellations.  In return, the student-participant expects to be asked to present a club program and understands the value of partnering with your club in future service efforts.
The enclosed documents include the following:

For the student nominees (on white paper):

· A letter of information for the nominated student and his or her parents/guardians
· An informational flyer for the applicant to keep for reference
· Academy application
This student packet should be given to each nominee. Please copy as many as needed.

For your club (on yellow paper):
· A flyer containing guidelines for selecting a student

· Guidelines for Clubs sponsoring students from each district

· Page containing important academy deadline dates
This packet is for club use only.
Due to the huge success of the Missouri RYLA Academy, space is limited!  Applicants are accepted on a first come, first serve basis, according to the guidelines adopted by the Missouri RYLA Committee.   Please adhere to the final registration date of MARCH 1, 2012.
We look forward to working with you and your club.  If your club is interested in additional information, please feel free to contact me at vanderson7@kc.rr.com or telephone 816.734.3901.
Sincerely,

Valerie Anderson

Director

Missouri RYLA Academy

Check out our website:

www.moryla.org
